
By Deacon Mike Leman
In Mark’s Gospel account, Jesus 

encounters a man with an unclean 
spirit in the synagogue. The spirit 
asks, 

‘What have you to do with us? 
Have you come to destroy us? I 
know who you are—the Holy One 
of God!’ Jesus rebukes him saying, 
‘Quiet! Come out of him!’ With a 
loud cry, the unclean spirit leaves 
him. (Mk 1:24-26)

Dramatic possessions like this 
still occur, but it seems evil often 
prefers subtlety. 

Dr. Jordan Peterson, a secular, 
clinical psychologist whose 
YouTube lectures have brought 
him recent fame, has spoken 
about a phenomenon he calls 
“ideological possession.”

It denotes the circumstance 
when ideology strays into error, yet 

people prefer the ideology over the 
truth. Instead of people possessing 
an idea, the idea possesses them. 
When confronted by the truth, they 
fearfully reject it. In essence, their 
hearts are hardened. 

As Catholics, we know the 
Truth is not merely something, 
but someone. When we deny the 
Truth, we reject Jesus Christ. 

The foundation from which 

the Church’s advocacy flows 
out of is the belief in the dignity 
of all human persons created 
in the image and likeness of 
God. This even includes one’s 
political adversaries. Yet, many 
Christians speak in ways that 
deny the dignity of their political 
opponents. It’s been suggested 
by several Catholic writers that 
the reason for this is that we have 
saddled our politics with divine 
expectations. 

Of course, some politicians 
make Utopian promises which 
they inevitably fail to deliver, 
leaving us frustrated. It’s a shame 
that they promise such unrealistic 
ends, but aren’t we also culpable 
for buying in to such promises?
Continues on page 3
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By: Bishop Steven Biegler
Catholics are frustrated and 

angry over the recent news 
regarding former Cardinal 
Theodore McCarrick who was 
removed from ministry due to 
credible allegations of sexual 
abuse.  Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, 
president of the U.S. Bishops’ 
Conference (USCCB), issued a 
statement which expressed the 
feelings of many.  He wrote, “The 
accusations against Archbishop 
Theodore McCarrick reveal a 
grievous moral failure within 
the Church.  They cause bishops 
anger, sadness and shame . . .  
They cause bishops to ask, what 
more could have been done to 
protect the People of God.  Both 
the abuses themselves, and the 
fact that they have remained 
undisclosed for decades . . . 
represent grave moral failures 
of judgment on the part of 
Church leaders.”  

How do we move forward?  
Obviously, the problems 
regard bishops and upper level 
Church officials, especially 
their inadequate response to 
allegations.  In this article, I 
would like to acknowledge 
our failures as church leaders, 
propose essential elements to 
effect change and offer reason 
for hope.

First of all, we have realized 
that there is a ‘gap’ in the 
Charter for the Protection of 
Children and Young People, 
established by the USCCB in 
2002.  This policy does not 
hold bishops accountable to 
the same standards as other 
clergy accused of sexual abuse.  
Anyone who knows of a priest’s 
misconduct is required to 
report it to the diocese (and, 
according to the laws of the 
state, to the appropriate secular 
authority, which is usually 
law enforcement).  Yet, the 
dioceses and their officials are 
not required to report a bishop’s 
misconduct to the Holy See.  

The U.S. bishops need to 
address this issue and related 
questions.  Why weren’t the 
allegations disclosed earlier?  

How do we improve the process 
for allegations against bishops?  
How could such behavior not 
be addressed as a priest rises 
through the ranks to become a 
bishop or cardinal?  Cardinal 
DiNardo said that the U.S. 
Bishops will pursue these 
issues “to the full extent of its 
authority,” then advocate for 
change “with those who have 
authority” (i.e., the Pope and the 
offices of the Holy See who assist 
him in this ministry).  I intend 
to suggest to the USCCB some 
procedures which would outline 
accountability for Bishops in the 
case of misconduct.   

This commitment for a 
change in policy is a good start.  
However, equally important 
is a change in attitude.  A 
prevailing attitude in society 
has enabled this injustice.  We 
fail to listen to victims, and we 
protect those in power.  It’s true 
in the Church and in society at-
large.  The #MeToo movement 
attests to the fact that victims 
have been ignored, and those 
in power were protected by an 
unhealthy system.  

I detect signs of this in the 
case of Archbishop McCarrick, 
who rose through the ranks, 
even though people had spoken 
up earlier about this behavior.  
Did the Church favor the 
testimony of the Archbishop 
while disregarding the testimony 
of victims? 

Recently, I have heard people 
say of accusers that they are 
dishonest and extortionists;  
they bring false accusations 
to get money.  It is true that 
some people have made false 
allegations, and those who 
investigate allegations must seek 
evidence which would support 
the veracity of an allegation.  
However, my longer experience 
is that, at times, we meet victims 
with a skeptical eye.  The Church 
is sometimes guilty of failing to 
listen to victims whom we do 
not know or trust, while favoring 
the powerful, that is, our clergy, 
whom we know and trust. 

In recent months, I have 
communicated with five victims 
or family members.  None 
asked for money.  Instead, they 
spoke of their pain and their 
appreciation that the Church 
was listening to them.  One 
family member said, “I cannot 
put into words what it means 
that someone in the Church is 
listening to us.”  Near the end 
of a three-hour meeting, one 
victim asked me, “If others 
come forward, will you listen 
to them?”  Obviously, this was 
one of his deepest concerns.  He 
knows how it feels to speak out 
and not be believed for decades.  

Why have we failed to listen to 
victims?  For one thing, it means 
to “think the unthinkable.”  
When a man has dedicated 
his life to God and has served 
so well, how could he commit 
sexual abuse?  Our reluctance to 
listen is linked to tremendous 
trust in the clergy.  We cannot 
fathom that men called to Holy 
Orders could have such a dark 
side.  It is even harder to think 
such a thing of a cardinal.  

Yet, sexual abuse is a ‘human’ 
problem.  It has raised its ugly 
head in every corner of society: 
schools, sports, work, politics, 
entertainment, families and 
the Church.  Every human 
being is susceptible to sexual 
misconduct.  We need to 
acknowledge this hard reality, 
even among our bishops.  

But we also need to take 
heart that the Church has made 
great progress in this area of 
priestly formation over the last 
25 years. With Pastores Dabo 
Vobis in 1992, Pope John Paul 
II identified Human Formation 
(healthy relationships, 
integrated sexuality, etc.) as the 
foundation of priestly formation.  
Seminaries have deepened 
this area of formation, and the 
Church is forming healthier 
leaders for the future.  

The comprehensive study of 
clergy sexual abuse supports 
this claim (i.e., The Causes 
and Context of Sexual abuse of 

Minors by Catholic Priests in the 
United States, 1950-2010).  The 
study shows a sharp decrease in 
the incidences of clergy sexual 
abuse as the Church began 
to adopt safe environment 
measures, specifically address 
human formation issues in 
preparing candidates for the 
priesthood and attended to 
new insights about child abuse 
developed by mental health and 
law enforcement professionals.  

This trend has continued.  
The 2017 Report on the 
Implementation of the Charter 
for the Protection of Children 
and Young People identified only 
seven substantiated instances 
of current abuse in the entire 
United States during 2017, and 
three of those instances involved 
the same priest.  Indeed, 193 of 
197 dioceses had no instances of 
abuse that year.  Data from 2012 
through 2016 is similar.  In other 
words, what we are doing works.  

In addition, the Church has 
improved Spiritual Formation 
in seminaries, an essential 
component for growing healthier 
clergy.  Those who minister 
in the Church are subject to 
heightened spiritual battles.  If 
spiritual formation is lacking, 
they are more susceptible to 
moral depravity.  This important 
dimension is rarely, if ever, 
discussed by the media when 
the causes of sexual abuse are 
debated.  

Furthermore, clergy who pray 
well and meet regularly with 
a spiritual director live with 

Guardians of the Least

Bishop Steven
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“The Eternal Soul” Continued from cover
What role does the Church have 

in a culture that looks to politics 
for salvation?

The excerpt below is from T.S. Eliot’s 
poem “Choruses from the Rock,” in 
which he ponders this question;

Why should men love the 
Church? Why should they love 
her laws?
She tells them of Life and 
Death, and of all that they 
would forget.
She is tender where they would 
be hard, and hard where they 
would like to be soft.
She tells them of Evil and Sin, 
and other unpleasant facts.
They constantly try to escape
From the darkness outside and 
within
By dreaming of systems so 
perfect that no one will need to 
be good. 

The Church’s role is to help 
men and women become saints. 
Sometimes that means calling 
them away from the temptation of 
idolatry. Idolatry isn’t possession, 
but it can open the door to it.

Dreaming of ‘systems so perfect 

that no one will need to be good’ 
is no less idolatrous than the 
golden calf was to the Israelites. 

Does this mean we should 
ignore politics? No. We must seek 
to improve systems but not at the 
cost of our virtue. “Of what use 
is it to a man to gain the whole 
world, if he pays for it by losing 
his soul?” (Mk 8:36)

At the same time, we must resist 
those who believe obtaining the 
“perfect system” justifies whatever 
means, without dreaming up a 
“worship-worthy” system of our own.

Perhaps now is the time for each 
of us to ask, “Are my expectations 
of government realistic? How do 
I react when my political hopes 
are frustrated? Can I pray for an 
opposing politician?”  

In the end, the world will fade 
away. Governments, political 
ideologies, and systems will all 
be gone. The persons we have 
become will be all that remains 
when we come before Jesus, the 
Truth incarnate. 

Are you ready?

By: Bishop Steven Biegler
Minors by Catholic Priests in the 
United States, 1950-2010).  The 
study shows a sharp decrease in 
the incidences of clergy sexual 
abuse as the Church began 
to adopt safe environment 
measures, specifically address 
human formation issues in 
preparing candidates for the 
priesthood and attended to 
new insights about child abuse 
developed by mental health and 
law enforcement professionals.  

This trend has continued.  
The 2017 Report on the 
Implementation of the Charter 
for the Protection of Children 
and Young People identified only 
seven substantiated instances 
of current abuse in the entire 
United States during 2017, and 
three of those instances involved 
the same priest.  Indeed, 193 of 
197 dioceses had no instances of 
abuse that year.  Data from 2012 
through 2016 is similar.  In other 
words, what we are doing works.  

In addition, the Church has 
improved Spiritual Formation 
in seminaries, an essential 
component for growing healthier 
clergy.  Those who minister 
in the Church are subject to 
heightened spiritual battles.  If 
spiritual formation is lacking, 
they are more susceptible to 
moral depravity.  This important 
dimension is rarely, if ever, 
discussed by the media when 
the causes of sexual abuse are 
debated.  

Furthermore, clergy who pray 
well and meet regularly with 
a spiritual director live with 

greater personal integrity.  One 
manifestation of the ‘sickness’ of 
an abuser is the self-deception of 
the inner person, which leads to 
the denial of any wrongdoing.  

Clergy need to sustain a 
deep communion with the 
Lord, without which they are 
susceptible to stumble and fall.  
And the People of God need to 
pray for their priests, deacons 
and bishops.  This is absolutely 
crucial for a healthy and holy 
Church.  Instead of gossiping 
about the news of sexual abuse, 
we would find far greater benefit 
in sustained prayer for clergy 
and the Church.  

Another concern for people is 
transparency.  Someone asked, 
“Why does the Church continue 
to hide and protect abusers?”  It 
is absolutely true that there are 
shameful examples of protecting 
abusers.  This is inexcusable.  
However, we need to be careful 
not to ‘universalize’ such cases 
or to lose heart thinking the 
Church is hopelessly corrupt.  
As a general rule, dioceses 
have acted with integrity and 
improved their transparency 
significantly.  

Over the years, I have known 
bishops who dared to address 
situations of clergy sexual abuse 
and were ‘guardians’ of the 
victims.  We need to follow their 
example.  The key value here 
is being guardians of the least.  
Bishop (episkopos) is a title 
which means “overseer” with 
the sense of a guardian who is 
watching over others to guide 
and protect them.  

Bishops are called to be 
‘guardians’ of the flock, but 
especially of the least.  In 
relation to clergy abuse, it means 

to extend fatherly protection 
to the victims. Bishops need to 
be the voice of the voiceless, 
whether the unborn, the 
immigrant, or victims of sexual 
abuse.  

A bishop who abuses a minor 
betrays his role as guardian of 
the least.  Such behavior requires 
decisive action from fellow 
guardian bishops, including the 
Bishop of Rome.  First of all, 
after a thorough judicial process, 
a bishop who has abused should 
be disciplined.  Canonical 
penalties are meant to repair 
scandal, restore justice, and 
reform the guilty.  This must be 
done with a balance of justice 
and mercy.

Second, we should meet 
victims with the healing 
compassion of Christ.  In the 
future, we need to be more 
intentional in listening with 
receptivity and impartiality to 
those bringing allegations, and 
when victims are identified, to 
embrace them with compassion, 
advocate on their behalf and 
heal their wounds.  

Do not lose heart.  Remember 
that the Evil One discourages, 
and the Holy Spirit encourages.  
Therefore, we need to be 
steadfast in prayer for and 
with one another.  Finally, 
it is essential to maintain 
perspective.  In response to the 
sexual abuse crisis, our Church 
has changed and grown in many 
healthy ways.  Yet, we need to 
remain vigilant in providing 
a safe environment, and the 
bishops are called to a deeper 
conversion in their role as 
guardians of the least.

Win a Harley for $100
AND SUPPORT ST. JOSEPH’S FOOD PANTRY

Your chance to win this beautiful 1998 Sportster XLH 1200.
Only 7,000 miles in excellent condition.

All proceeds benefit St. Joseph’s Food Pantry.
Drawing will take place once all 100 tickets are sold.

1 ticket for $100
OnlY 100 Tickets available!

Get yours today!
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by calling 307.634.4625
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2018-2019 Diocese of Cheyenne Operational Budget
By: Jeff Nieters, Diocese of Cheyenne CFO

On Tuesday, April 24th, the Diocese of Cheyenne’s Finance 
Council reviewed and approved the diocesan operational budget 
for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2018.  The approved budget 
totaled $5.659 million in expenses.  As for the revenues, $2.052 
million (38%) will be collected through Living & Giving in 
Christ, the diocesan annual appeal. Another $286 thousand 
(5%) represent grants from the Wyoming Catholic Ministries 
Foundation.  The Diocese will receive $321 thousand (6%) from 
other grants/donations such as Catholic Extension Society, 
and Catholic Home Missions.  We are also budgeting for $474 
thousand (9%) which is reserved for Diaconate Formation, 
Pastoral Ministries, Seminarian support, and other programs for 
the diocese.  The balance of the revenue will come from interest 
and dividends on investments and fees collected for specific 
services provided by the diocese. Lastly, the budget includes 
liquidating $1.871 million (36%) from the investment account 
to remodel our recently acquired building in preparation for 
tenant leasing. This includes renovation of lease space ($494,640), 
parking lot ($296,120), restrooms and common area ($354,521), 
HVAC units ($407,834) and outside building improvements and 
contingencies ($317,885).  

Total spending of $5.659 million is as follows:
Clergy Support – $1.428 Million (25%) – more than previous year 

due to additional funds through the Bishop’s new programs.
Administrative Services – $814 thousand (14%) – more than 

previous year due to re-assignment of support personnel to Human 
Resource program.

Support of Universal Church – $155 thousand (3%) – a slight 
increase over the previous year due to re-assignment funds from the 
Bishop’s office.

Parish & School Ministries – $446 thousand (8%) – a slight increase 
over the previous year for training of new employee.

Diocesan Ministry – $574 thousand (10%) – a slight decrease over 
the previous year due to new salary savings in the Tribunal office and 
less available for charitable contributions. 

Outreach – $336 thousand (6%) – slight decrease over the previous year 
due to lower tithing by the diocese and fewer grants available to the diocese.

Legal Costs – $35 thousand (1%) – New to the budget
Capital Construction – $1.871 million (33%) – New to the budget.
Thank you for your contributions to Living & Giving in Christ; Unity 

through Diocesan Ministries.  Your generosity supports the pastoral 
and sacramental needs of the people of God in Wyoming.

Income 
Amount

 Income 
Percent

Expense 
Amount

Expense 
Percent

Clergy Support
Vocations 0 69,910
Seminarian Education                                    (Donations from Parishioners) 501,225 501,225
Diaconate Formation                                                       (Registration Fees) 20,150 81,075
Bishops' Office                                             (Donations from Parishioners) 201,800 372,497
Chancellor & Support of our Clergy                                  (Registration Fees) 84,291 336,194
Institutes                                                 (Events Registration & Donations) 11,000 57,810
Vicar General 0 9,610

Total Clergy Support 818,466 15% 1,428,321 25%

Administrative Services
Finance, Benefits, & Information Systems                               (Support Fees) 8,040 462,781
Liability/Property Insurance & Diocesan Buildings                   (Support Fees) 209,218 313,126
Investments                                                                   (Investment Income) 126,004 38,522

Total Administrative Services 343,262 6% 814,429 14%

General Universal Church
Holy See, USCCB, Encuento, Safe Environment Program        (WCMF Grant)      248,730 4% 155,040 3%

Parish & School Ministries
Catholic Schools 0 3,950
Religious Ed, Youth, Marriage, Family, & Respect Life          (WCMF & Fees) 118,350 334,941
Campus Ministry 0 50,000
Worship & Hispanic Ministry                                           (Registration Fees) 10,000 56,916

Total Parish & School Ministries 128,350 2% 445,807 8%

Diocesan Ministry
Tribunal                                                                                     (Donations) 200 184,896
Development and Stewardship                    (WCMF Grant, Living & Giving) 2,181,597 247,772
Legislative Liaison 0 141,053

Total Diocesan Ministry 2,181,797 39% 573,721 10%

Outreach
Wyoming Catholic Register 0 19,700
Support to Catholic Charities of Wyoming 0 100,230
Stewardship/Charitable                                                                     (Grants) 16,200 207,600
Weekly TV Mass & Mission Mileage                                                (Grants) 8,200 8,200

Total Outreach 24,400 0% 335,730 6%

Legal Costs
Legal Costs 0 0% 35,000 1%

Capital Construction
Capital Construction                                                                  (Investments) 1,837,925 33% 1,871,341 33%

Total Expense 5,582,930 100% 5,659,389 100%

Diocese Of Cheyenne
2018-2019 BUDGET SUMMARY
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Change of Season and a New Path
By: Deacon Joe Sandrini, Director of 
Diaconal Formation

A couple of folks told me in 
June, “Come July 4th, summer is 
all but over.”

What do you mean summer 
is over? My glass is half full and 
there’s a lot of summer left.  Well, 
what these fine people meant was 
that summer just seems to fly by 
after the 4th. Did it ever!

As we prepare to go to press 
with this edition of the Register, 
the time for vacations has waned, 
Frontier Days has faded from the 
rearview mirror, and County Fairs 
are wrapping up. And, by the time 
you read this, even the first day of 
school will be behind us.

Nevertheless, what a summer 
it has been.  I don’t know about 
every corner of the Cowboy State, 
but here in Weston County we’ve 
had what may amount to the 
wettest summer on record.  The 
grass (and weeds) are still green 
and growing.  It has been tough 
trying to get all the hay out of 
the fields, and the population 
explosion of mosquitos rivals 
anything the Lord and Moses 
might visit upon Pharaoh’s Egypt.  
Yep, Wyoming’s weather is a 
fickle thing, and reflecting and 
speculating upon the climate is 
part of our heritage.  

So too, our looking back and 
gazing ahead as the seasons 
change (solar and liturgical) 
is an important part of our 
tradition as Catholics.  These 
ordinary breaks God provides 
naturally denote chapters in our 
lives.  As we close the page on 
one and open it on another, we 

are called to examine our lived 
Faith and renew our efforts to 
do God’s will.

Taking stock of life at regular 
intervals is part of ongoing 
discernment.  That mental and 
prayerful cutting away of the 
clutter in our lives to discover 
meaning, help us to find what is 
truly important: a renewed and 
strengthened relationship with 
Christ.  This is both helped and 
nurtured by a return with fresh 
eyes and ardor to the Sacraments, 
where this grace and loving 
embrace are made tangible.  As 
we reflect and avail ourselves to 
His grace, we allow ourselves to 
become transformed, converted 
more deeply; to become more 
effectively His evangelists, 
His voice, His hands and feet 
engaging the world.  In effect, we 
allow Christ to wash our feet that 
we too may serve others.

Embracing such a 

transformation and uniting to 
Christ is my special prayer for 
the men in our Diocese who 
are pursuing God’s call to the 
permanent diaconate.  These 
men have opened themselves in 
a distinct way to be configured 
to Christ the Servant.  Not long 
after this issue of the Register 
is delivered, these men will be 
called to Candidacy for Holy 
Orders - specifically, the order 
of deacon.

The Rite of Candidacy is 
a break in time provided by 
the Lord and the holy Mother 
Church.  On September 17th 
at 5:30 PM, we will gather as 
a Diocese to celebrate Mass at 
Saint Anthony’s in Casper.  This 
opening Mass of the September 
Institute will include that 
Rite, the Bishop’s formal and 
public call to candidacy of our 
diaconal aspirants.  

Their two-year path of Aspirancy 

will end as they turn on to the 
three-year path of candidacy 
that must be traversed before 
ordination. The transition marks 
a change from the introductory 
period of study and discernment 
into a more intense period of 
formation.   It is a period in which 
both the candidate and the Church 
work to more deeply weigh the 
genuineness of a man’s perceived 
vocation and his ability to serve 
well in the clerical state of deacon.  
Further, as candidates, their names 
will be made public, for it is the 
duty of the whole Church to form 
and assist these men.  

But, that list of names will 
have to wait until our next issue.  
Until then, please continue 
to pray for the men pursuing 
diaconal formation, as well as 
their wives and families who 
sacrifice so much to engage in 
and enhance formation. 

Grace Sandrini walks a path on her family’s ranch in Weston County. Photo by Emily Hartinger, Skull Creek Studio
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Priestly Ordination RiteLife Choice Pregnancy Care Center Receives 
Ultrasound Machine from Knights of Columbus

The heart of the mobile ultrasound van, the ultrasound 
machine. Purchased with a donation from the Knights 
of Columbus, the machine will help save the lives of 
babies not yet born.

Chancery staff, members of the Knights of Columbus, 
volunteers, and LifeChoice Pregnancy Center staff 
gather around the mobile ultrasound unit in Cheyenne.

Deacon Vernon Dobelmann, (wearing vestments), former Director of Pastoral Ministries, prepares to 
bless the mobile ultrasound unit and the ultrasound machine inside.

By Matthew Potter, Director of Stewardship & 
Development

June 13, 2018 saw an unusual event in the 
life of the Church.  On that day, a blessing 
was offered for an ultrasound machine 
that is part of the mobile Ultrasound, 
Pregnancy, and STI Testing van which 
is owned by LifeChoice Pregnancy Care 
Center in Cheyenne.

The mobile unit makes trips from 
Cheyenne to Wheatland, Torrington, and 
Pine Bluffs. They travel to each community 
once a month for the time being, while 
anticipating more frequent visits as their 
exposure grows.

Judy Ogle, a nurse with LifeChoice, is 
in charge of the mobile unit.  She tells the 
Wyoming Catholic Register that there are 
usually three people who make the trip with 
the van to the other communities: a driver, 
a patient advocate, and a nurse.  The nurse 
is the only paid staff member in the van, the 
others being volunteers.

While not a substitute for an obstetrician, 

the staff of LifeChoice can perform some 
basic tests for patients in the van.

The heart of the van is an ultrasound 
machine provided by the Knights of 
Columbus councils from Cheyenne (801), 
Wheatland (3551) and Torrington (6623). 
Jim Storey, Grand Knight of Cheyenne 
Council 801, said that the Knights raised 
$21,950 and were matched with $14,950 
from the Supreme Council.  The ultrasound 
machine cost $29,900, and the additional 
funds raised will go to LifeChoice as well.

The van itself cost about $130,000. Those 
funds were provided by two anonymous donors.

Ms. Ogle said that when she started at 
LifeChoice a year ago, they were providing 
three ultrasounds a week. Today they are doing 
that many, and sometimes up to six, each day.  
The mobile unit will help expand that service 
to women who would otherwise not have the 
ability to see their babies in the womb.

LifeChoice Pregnancy Center is located at 
623 W 20th Street in Cheyenne. They can be 
reached at 307- 632-6323.

By: WCR Staff
Next time you visit the Chancery in Cheyenne, you’ll be greeted by Nicole Ringo.  Nicole has been 

hired to serve as the Chancery Receptionist, as well as Assistant to the Legislative Liaison Office and 
the Vocations Office.

Nicole is a Wyoming native and parishioner at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Cheyenne. She is 
married to Shane and they have three children; Sophia (12), Danny (9), and Urijah (5).  They also have 
a dog, Ruger.  She enjoys reading and camping.  

Welcome, Nicole!

Welcome, Nicole Ringo!
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Priestly Ordination Rite

The heart of the mobile ultrasound van, the ultrasound 
machine. Purchased with a donation from the Knights 
of Columbus, the machine will help save the lives of 
babies not yet born.

Story and photos by Matthew Potter, Director of Development & Stewardship
One of the most sacred, beautiful and 

uplifting events in the Church is the ordination 
of a man to the priesthood.  June 8, 2018 saw 
the ordination to the priesthood of Clark Lenz 
and Bryce Lungren. The Rite for the Ordination 
to the Priesthood takes place within the Mass, 
which was celebrated by Bishop Steven at the 

Cathedral of St. Mary in Cheyenne.  
In addition to the Bishop acting as the celebrant, 

many priests and deacons from throughout the 
Diocese attended to witness to Father Clark and 
Father Bryce, as well as to offer their blessings and 
support.  

The Cathedral was filled with family, friends, 

and parishioners from across the diocese.  
Father Clark has been assigned as associate 

pastor at Holy Name parish in Sheridan, while 
Father Bryce is the associate pastor at St. 
Stephen’s Mission.

Welcome, Father Clark Lenz and Father 
Bryce Lungren!
1. Deacons Clark (L) and Bryce (R) lie prostrate at 
the foot of the altar while the congregation sings 
the Litany of the Saints.  This symbolizes their 
unworthiness for the office to be assumed and 
their dependence upon God and the prayers of 
the Christian community.

2. Bishop Steven lays his hands upon Deacons 
Clark and Bryce.  By this ritual, Bishop Steven and 
the other priests invoke the Holy Spirit to come 
down upon those to be ordained, giving them a 
sacred character and setting them apart for the 
designated ministry.

3. Bishop Steven anoints the hands of the newly 
ordained. Anointing with oil stems from the 
Old Testament and indicates that someone or 
something is being set apart for a sacred task or 
duty. The anointing of the hands signifies that 
the hands of the newly ordained priest are being 
prepared for the sacred duties and vessels which 
will be part of the priestly ministry, for example, 
offering the bread and the wine, anointing the 
sick and blessing people. The bishop says as he 
anoints the hands: “The Father anointed our Lord 
Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
May Jesus preserve you to sanctify the Christian 
people and to offer sacrifice to God.”

4. Deacon Bryce (L) receives his chasuble and 
stole from Father Andrew Kinstetter.  The stole 
symbolizes the authority and responsibility to 
serve in imitation of Christ. It reflects the line 
from Scripture: “For my yoke is easy and my 
burden light.” (Matthew 11:30) The chasuble is 
the principle garment of the priest celebrating the 
Eucharist and is the outermost vestment.

5. Bishop Steven hands Father Clark a chalice 
and paten.  The Eucharist is at the heart of 
the priesthood and this ritual highlights the 
importance of celebrating the Eucharist in the 
life of the priest and its meaning, as seen in the 
words which are spoken by the bishop: “Accept 
from the holy people of God the gifts to be 
offered to him. Know what you are doing and 
imitate the mystery you celebrate; model your 
life on the mystery of the Lord’s cross.”

6. The Mass then continues with Father Clark, 
Father Bryce, and all the attending priests 
concelebrating with Bishop Steven.

7. Bishop Steven receives a blessing from his 
newest priests.
Much of the information for picture captions was 
taken from the website of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops.   
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/
vocations/priesthood/priestly-formation/faqs-
priesthood-ordination-seminary.cfm.
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Twelve Years 
Strong at 
St.John Paul 
II Catholic 
School
By: Vanessa Gemar, Principal, St. John Paul II 
Catholic School

“In unity with St. Matthews Catholic 
Church, St. John Paul II Catholic School 
is committed to fostering a strong 
Catholic foundation of faith, family, 
community and academics in a Christ 
centered environment.”

I am excited to begin this school year 
as the new principal at St. John Paul II 
Catholic School. I am a Gillette native 
with seventeen years’ experience in 
education. I graduated from Montana 
State University-Billings in 2000 with 
a bachelor’s degree in Elementary and 
Special Education, and received my 
Master’s from Walden University in 2015. 
This past year, I joined the JPII staff and 
taught third grade. God has truly blessed 
me with a love of learning and working 
with amazing students and teachers 
throughout my career.

John Paul II Catholic School in Gillette 
is entering our 12th year of educating 
children and we are excited to announce 
that we will be offering 8th grade this year.  
JPII offers PE, Music, Art, Spanish as well 
as a state-of-the-art STEM computer lab 
which encompasses Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math.  This lab gives 
our students the opportunity to learn in 
multiple ways for all learning styles.  We 
also have one-to-one technology in 3rd-
8th grade with Chrome Books and iPads.  

We will kick off our school year with 
our annual Fall Fest Fundraiser on 
Saturday, September 22.  We will be 
giving away a 2012 Mustang GT/CS 
Convertible.  We welcome you to stop 
by and visit anytime, or you can call us at 
307.686.4114.

Back to School Back to School 
New Staff at St. Margaret’s Excited for School Year
By: Jeri Lampert

St. Margaret’s Catholic School in Riverton has 
a full staff for the upcoming school year! Lauri 
Schilt and Christy Quinn will share second 
grade, Sharon Whitaker is our new third grade 
teacher, LaVina Witt will teach fourth and fifth 
grade and Kim Bergen is coming back to the 
kitchen.

The principal position will be a team approach 
with Fr. Robert Rodgers as principal along 
with Pat Hardt helping 1 ½ days a week.  Mary 
Elizabeth Petra will continue as the head teacher 
and work with the staff’s routine duties.  We are 
excited about the school year and are looking 
forward to more growth in our enrollment and 
continued academic achievement.  

Find us on Facebook or call us at 
307-856-5922 for enrollment information!

Mrs. Huxtable’s kindergarten students listen attentively 
while she explains how to care for butterflies. They 
waited patiently for several days to see how the cocoons 
changed into beautiful butterflies.

By: Linda Marcos, Principal, Holy Spirit Catholic 
School

As we begin our new school year, Holy 
Spirit Catholic School community welcomes 
Fr. Bill Hill as our new superintendent. On 
Monday, August 29, faculty and families 
gathered together for Meet the Teacher Night. 
This opening event provided everyone an 
opportunity to meet and greet each other for 
what promises to be another remarkable year 
in the history of Holy Spirit Catholic School.

Each year our faculty returns with high 
expectations to provide a challenging learning 
experience grounded in faith.  They have spent 
much of their summer preparing for the new 
year; a year that will be comprised of a solid 
curriculum and academic excellence.  They 
are invested in shaping the next generation of 
Catholic school leaders.

HSCS has made community service an 
integral part of their mission to educate the 
whole child.   Our students will continue their 
efforts in this area throughout the year. Some 
of their favorite activities include monthly all-
school Masses for the parish, performing for 
our senior centers, serving at our Loaves and 
Fishes Soup Kitchen and contributing to our 
local Make-A-Wish Foundation.

Our second Summer Program was a huge 
success.  This program, along with our 
Extended Care program, offers our families 
an additional option for enrichment for their 
children.  The children engage in a variety 
of activities and learning experiences to 

New Year and Superintendent at Holy Spirit 
Catholic School

supplement their education.
Holy Spirit Catholic School is fortunate to partner with our parish, our Home & School 

Association, Rock Springs Catholic School Foundation, Wyoming Catholic Ministries 
Foundation and other benefactors and families to provide a strong foundation for our 
students.  Catholic education is a gift that we can give to our children.  We appreciate this 
incredible opportunity and strive to make a difference in each of our students each and every 
day. We look forward to another amazing year and wish the same for ALL our schools!
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Back to School Back to School 
Taking Time to Rest Before School Starts

Holy Name Catholic School 
Higher Standards …Superior Results 
121 South Connor – Sheridan, Wyoming   82801 
307-672-2021 – www.hncswy.org 

 
It is Holy Name Catholic School’s mission and honor to educate every child whose family 
desires to have a faith filled Catholic education. 

• All religious backgrounds are welcome  
• Scholarships, aide and DFS is available 
• No child will be turned away based on inability to pay 
• Prekindergarten (ages 3-5) – Grade 8 
• Full day Kindergarten 
• Afterschool care is available until 5:30 p.m. 
• Outstanding faith filled environment, providing a safe, inviting experience for every child.   
• Art, music, band, computer science and strong mathematics, reading, language arts, science, and social studies  
• Extra-curricular activities: aftercare, volleyball, basketball, track 
• The faculty and staff — a dedicated group, who are state certified and highly qualified, work closely with each 

child.  These teachers view teaching children not as a job, but as a mission.   
 
Tuition Rates: 2018-2019 on Ten-Month Schedule 
Registered in Parish (K-8)    $300.00 month             Non-Registered in Parish (K-8)   $415.00 month 
Prekindergarten (PK)   $510.00 month 
*There are discounts of 20% for 2nd sibling, 50% for 3rd sibling, and 100% for additional siblings. 

** Registered members of the Catholic parish subsidize the operating budget, thus an effort not to double charge. 

 
Every effort is made to make the cost of tuition affordable for parents.  Please look at the scale and if your 
finances do not fall into a manageable level of assistance, please contact the office at 307-672-2021 and we 
will work for a favorable outcome.   Our desire is for every student to attend Holy Name Catholic School. 
Your information is strictly confidential. 

Size of Family Unit A B C 
2 $24,690.00 $32,920.00 $45,265.00 
3 $31,170.00 $41,560.00 $57,145.00 
4 $37,650.00 $50,200.00 $69,025.00 
5 $44,130.00 $58,840.00 $80,905.00 
6 $50,610.00 $67,480.00 $92,785.00 
7 $57,090.00 $76,120.00 $104,665.00 
8 $63,570.00 $84,760.00 $116,545.00 
 

Amount of Assistance  
 

100%  
 

75%  
 

50%  
 

By: Mary Margaret Legler, Principal, Holy 
Name Catholic School, Sheridan

Summer!  I love summer.  It is 
a time of greater relaxation, more 
freedom from our routines, warm 
weather and more hours of sunlight. 
It is a fine time to refresh our lives 
and renew our spiritual outlook, 
and to seek out ways to deepen our 
spiritual connection. Summer break 
is a much-needed gift to energize 
our body, mind and spirit. 

In fact, the Bible tells us that Jesus’ 
disciples took time to rest.

“The apostles gathered together 
with Jesus and reported all they had 
done and taught. 

He said to them, ‘Come away by 
yourselves to a deserted place and 
rest a while.’ 

People were coming and going 
in great numbers, and they had no 
opportunity even to eat.  So they 
went off in the boat by themselves 
to a deserted place.”  (Mark 6:30-34)

As a new school year begins 
and routines are established, our 
lives get busy: homework, sports, 
PTO, Church…the list goes on.  
Ask yourself, where does God fit 
into all of this?  Are we doing for 
God instead of being with God?  
Sometimes, the most spiritual 
thing you can do is take some time 
alone with our Lord and look at 
something beautiful.   Surely, we 
are doing God’s work, but let us 
remember to make rest and renewal 
part of our routine. 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
has suggested that: “Even amid 
the ‘busy-ness’ and stress of our 
daily lives, we need to make space 
for silence, because it is in silence 
that we find God, and in silence 
that we discover our true self.  And 
in discovering our true self, we 
discover the particular vocation 
which God has given us for building 
up His Church and the redemption 
of our world.” 

We look forward to assisting you 
and your student/s this fall.  Holy 
Name Catholic School offers Pre-K 
through 8th grade classes.  See our 
current tuition schedule here and 
contact us at 307.672.2021.
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St. John the Baptist, Buffalo St. Rose of Lima, Torrington St. Mary Catholic School, Cheyenne 

St. Mary Magdalen, Worland St. Mary Cathedral, Cheyenne St. Patrick, Kemmerer

St. Barbara, Powell

St. Matthew, Gillette

First Communion

Confirmations
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Our Lady of Peace, Pinedale St. Mary Magdalen, Worland St. Matthew, Gillette

Immaculate Conception, Green River Our Lady of Fatima, Casper Our Lady of Peace, Pinedale

St. Joseph, Cheyenne St. Laurence O’Toole, Laramie St. Louis, Glenrock

St. Patrick, Casper St. Anthony of Padua, Cody St. Joseph, Rawlins

Confirmations
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St. Anthony Tri-Parish School Ready for Exciting 
New School Year
By: Jansen Curry and Cyndy Novotny

As the 2018-2019 year 
approaches, we at St. Anthony Tri-
Parish School are brimming with 
excitement. Each new year holds 
endless possibility and potential. 
This year will be one of special 
significance as we launch, for the 
first time, a high school curriculum.  

  In the ninety years we have been 
providing high quality academic 
programming, we have done so 
with the limitation of knowing our 
students will graduate the eighth 
grade and move on to other high 
school programs, either in the 
public sector or in homeschool 
environments. What if neither of 
those choices is right for a student? 
What if that child is thriving in 
our Catholic program, surrounded 
by our beautiful building and our 
inspiring staff? Such questions 
are no longer hypothetical. We 
will enroll our first high school 
students this summer, and this fall 
we will dive headlong into this new 
adventure with gratitude for the 
opportunity and God’s unfailing 
guidance. If you or someone you 
know is interested in learning more 
about our new program, please 
contact our office at 307-234-2873. 

 Though we are looking ahead to 
our bright and exciting future, we 
are also sure to honor our past. This 
means a variety of things for our 
staff, teachers, administrators, and 
board of directors. Our amazing 
buildings and grounds crew 
constantly stay busy to make ready 
the building, which will welcome 
our students return on September 
4th.  Our entrance is improving 
with some repairs. We are eagerly 
anticipating the results. We held 
our annual Seeds of Adventure 
Enrichment Camp. Focusing on 
challenging our students in math, 
science and literacy through hands-
on experiences including many 
STEM activities, children have the 
opportunity to combat summer 
boredom and the “summer slide” 

while getting an academic edge. 
This nearly tuition-free camp was 
largely funded through a generous 
private grant. 

 Sixteen new Smartboards were 
delivered this summer. Acquired 
through a generous grant from 
Wyoming Catholic Ministries 
Foundation and SPRINT, our 
classrooms are keeping pace with 
the ever-changing technological 
advancements of twenty-first 
century learning. This blessing will 
enhance teaching and learning 
at SAS. We hope to finish out the 
other rooms next year.    

 On August 29th, we will 
celebrate our “Back to School Bash.” 
Students will bring their school 
supplies to school, spend time 
meeting with their new teacher(s), 
play yard games, and enjoy a picnic 
meal provided by our very own 
Knight of Columbus. It’s a great way 
to prepare for the upcoming year 
and build community as well.  

 In September, we will host our 
Annual Amble Run/Walk race 
to raise funds for our Middle 
School field experience to the 
Teton Science School in October.  
Sponsorships are available. This 
fun event is a community builder 
as well as a good cause to support 
the school. 

 October will host the celebration 
of our annual Joy Breakfast by 
honoring Julie Perry, our volunteer 
nurse. Our Joy Breakfast is an event 
that honors a supporter of Catholic 
education in Casper. Former 
honorees have been; Monsignor 
James O’Neill, Brian and Marcy 
Martin, Father August Koeune, 
Margo Bean, Dr. Martin Ellbogen, 
and Don and Rita Galles. SAS 
can think of no person deserving 
this honor more than Julie. As 
a volunteer, she is dedicated to 
being on campus every day to 
serve the needs of our students. 
Julie, unquestionably, has a true 
servant’s heart. 

 It is a great privilege to work 
and learn in a Catholic school. 
We know students provided this 
opportunity have a greater chance 
at future success, will live their 
faith as adults, and become great 
leaders in their community and 
church. If you have a school-aged 
child and you have a Catholic 
school in your community, 
consider this affordable option!  

 All our Catholic schools depend 
largely on outside funding to 
provide a well-deserved Catholic 
education, as an affordable tuition 
cannot cover the cost to educate. 
Please consider making a donation 
to any of our schools. Your tax-
deductible gift will be well used on 
supporting our students and will be 

greatly appreciated! Call your local 
Catholic school for ways to become 
involved. 

 “Education cannot be neutral. 
It is either positive or negative; 
either it enriches or it impoverishes; 
either it enables a person to grow 
or it lessens, even corrupts him. 
The mission of schools is to 
develop a sense of truth, of what 
is good and beautiful. And this 
occurs through a rich path made 
up of many ingredients. This is 
why there are so many subjects 
— because development is the 
result of different elements that act 
together and stimulate intelligence, 
knowledge, the emotions, the body, 
and so on.” — Pope Francis

Mixed-aged students work on a STEM activity from the Seeds of Adventure 
Summer Enrichment Camp in July.

St. Anthony Tri-Parish School 2018 8th Grade Graduates.

Back to School Back to School 
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Holy Name Catholic Church Awards Scholarship

By: Holy Name Catholic Community 
Holy Name Catholic Church 

recently awarded nine Graduating 
Senior Scholarships to students 
who are members of the parish.  
Eight of the students were from 
Sheridan High School and one was 
from Big Horn High School. These 
scholarships are in the amount 
of $800 and may be used at an 
institution of the recipient’s choice.

 The recipients of the 
scholarships were:  Tristan 
Choong, son of Doreen Choong; 
Aidan McCurry, son of Cheri 
and Kevin McCurry; Ryan Miller, 
son of Roger and Jill Miller; Kelly 
Moodry, daughter of Shannon and 
Sean Moodry; Garrett Perkins, 
son of Ann and Travis Perkins; 
Abraham Ross, son of Laurie 
and Scott Ross; Aeriana Roth, 

daughter of Bernadeane and 
Joseph Roth; Cassidy Schellinger, 
daughter of Cheryl and Jim 
Schellinger; and Katie Tomlinson, 
daughter of Mary Kay and Jeff 
Tomlinson.

 Celebrating over 20 years of 
providing scholarships to worthy 
youth, Holy Name Catholic 
Community has provided funds 
for more than 125 students to 
attend college.  These funds 
are made available through the 
generous donations of parish 
members and organizations.  The 
graduating seniors must have 
offered on-going, active service to 
Holy Name Catholic Community, 
have a strong faith, and have 
been active in their school and 
community.

By: Jansen Curry and Cyndy Novotny

greatly appreciated! Call your local 
Catholic school for ways to become 
involved. 

 “Education cannot be neutral. 
It is either positive or negative; 
either it enriches or it impoverishes; 
either it enables a person to grow 
or it lessens, even corrupts him. 
The mission of schools is to 
develop a sense of truth, of what 
is good and beautiful. And this 
occurs through a rich path made 
up of many ingredients. This is 
why there are so many subjects 
— because development is the 
result of different elements that act 
together and stimulate intelligence, 
knowledge, the emotions, the body, 
and so on.” — Pope Francis

Mixed-aged students work on a STEM activity from the Seeds of Adventure 
Summer Enrichment Camp in July.

Back Row l to r:  Abraham Ross, Garrett Perkins, Ryan Miller, Aidan McCurry, Tristan Choong.  Front Row l to r:  Katie Tomlinson, Cassidy Schellinger, Kelly Moodry, 
Aeriana Roth.

DIOCESE OF CHEYENNE 

The Wyoming Catholic Register is now accepting ads for future issues!  Purchase one, or 
save up to $300 by purchasing a whole year of ads!*  Contact Denise Hawkins for more 
details. dhawkins@dioceseofcheyenne.org or 307-638-1530.

* One year = 4 ads, one per issue. 
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Casper Catholics Celebrate
By Cyndy Novotny, Principal, St. Anthony’s Tri-Parish School

 On July 22nd, parishioners of Our Lady of 
Fatima, St. Anthony, and St. Patrick parishes 
celebrated Casper’s first Tri-Parish outdoor Mass at 
the David Street Station in downtown Casper. The 
three Casper pastors concelebrated together with Fr. 
Steve Titus, Fr. Tom Sheridan, Msgr. James O’Neill 
and Fr. Phil Vaske. Deacons Russ Humphreys, Ed 
McCarthy, and David Johnson, and seminarian 
Seth Hostetler assisted along with the Knights 
of Columbus. There were over 1,110 people in 
attendance.

 Nine months of planning brought together the 
Casper Catholics highlighting the theme: Casper 
Catholics Celebrate. Private sponsors funded the 
celebration. According to participant feedback, this 
celebration was considered a grand success with 
all three churches coming together to praise and 
worship on a perfect Sunday morning. 

 After Mass, families were invited to stay and 
visit, play yard games, run through the new splash 
pad, and enjoy a number of food trucks brought in 
for the occasion, all while enjoying a prime view 
of beautiful Casper Mountain as a backdrop. The 
planning committee is excited to announce that the 
2nd Annual Casper Catholics Celebrate Mass and 
gathering will be celebrated on July 21, 2019.

By: Fr. Andrew Kinstetter, Associate Pastor, Cathedral of St. Mary
Cheyenne Frontier Days (CFD), 

the world’s largest outdoor rodeo 
and western celebration, has come 
and gone here in Cheyenne, and I 
was fortunate to experience it for 
the first time now that I’m assigned 
to the Cathedral of St. Mary.  Not 
having experienced the “Daddy 
of ‘em All” before, I was excited 
to finally be a part of this unique 
celebration in Wyoming.  From 
the parades down Capitol Avenue 
directly in front of the Cathedral, 
the pancake breakfasts at the Depot 
Plaza, to the rodeos and various 
other celebrations, CFD was quite 
the event. It drew tourists from 
all over the world and provided a 
unique experience to evangelize and 
meet new people.  But perhaps what 
surprised me the most were some 
of the lessons I learned from the 
experience.  

CFD increased the population 
of Cheyenne dramatically, and the 
roads throughout the city became 
crowded. I, like many others I’m 

sure, fell into the temptation of 
impatience while driving around 
town. Seeing an out-of-state license 
plate, I would interiorly judge them 
and blame them for slow travel 
times around the city (as if only 
those of us living in Cheyenne were 
superior drivers).  One evening, 
I was craving a hamburger from 
Wendy’s, so I begrudgingly hit the 
roads and headed to the restaurant. I 
found myself behind an out-of-state 
vehicle in the drive-through line.  I 
remember feeling frustrated that an 
out-of-state driver was in front of 
me, slowing me down and taking a 
long time at the window.  When I 
got up to the window to pay for my 
hamburger, the lady informed me that 
the gentleman in the vehicle in front 
of me had already paid for my meal.  
That statement completely disarmed 
my frustration and judgmental 
attitude!  Here I was, acting selfishly, 
and I was confronted with a complete 
act of generosity, a gift that I couldn’t 
even thank the man for.  It was a 

stark reminder of the 
Gospel:

“…love your 
enemies, and do 
good, and lend, 
expecting nothing 
in return; and your 
reward will be great, 
and you will be sons 
of the Most High; 
for he is kind to 
the ungrateful and the selfish.  Be 
merciful, even as your Father is 
merciful.  Judge not, and you will 
not be judged; condemn not, and 
you will not be condemned; forgive, 
and you will be forgiven; give, and it 
will be given to you; good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, 
running over, will be put into your 
lap.  For the measure you give will 
be the measure you get back.” (Luke 
6:35-38)  

As human beings, we are 
constantly confronted with selfish 
temptations and are quick to judge 
others without even knowing them 

or their situations. In the Catholic 
tradition, we call this an example of 
concupiscence (the inclination to 
sin as a result of the Fall of Adam 
and Eve).  But even so, we must 
never use this as an excuse not 
to strive to love as Jesus loved us.  
Jesus, himself, gave us the greatest 
gift imaginable, his very life to bring 
us eternal life.  As the simple act of 
selfless generosity during Cheyenne 
Frontier Days reminded me, so let 
us all be reminded to always strive 
to be generous to one another, 
without judgement, and to love one 
another as Jesus loves us. 

Being Generous With Our Love

Fr. Andrew at one of the Cheyenne Frontier Days rodeos.
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Evangelization 
Retreats –  
Helping 
Prepare for 
the Great 
Commission
By Linda Wegher, St. Matthew’s Catholic 
Church, Gillette, WY

Parishioners arriving for the 9 
a.m. Sunday Mass on Divine Mercy 
Sunday in Gillette were greeted by 
a sea of Divine Mercy blue t-shirts.  
The t-shirts identified retreatants and 
team members participating in an 
evangelization retreat at St. Matthews, 
a retreat patterned after the book, 
“Evangelization:  God’s Love for Man” 
by Alfonso Navarro.  

St. Matthews is the third parish 
in the Diocese of Cheyenne to offer 
Evangelization Retreats, the others 
being Holy Name in Sheridan and St. 
Anthony of Padua in Cody.  Originally 
developed by Sacred Heart in Boise, 
Idaho, the retreats are helping to bring 
Intentional Discipleship programs to 
fruition.  The purpose of the retreats 
is to provide an intense encounter 
with the risen Christ and to foster 
the development of small faith 
communities within the parishes. 

During the retreats, participants 
are encouraged to explore how God 
has touched their lives.  A special 
consecration liturgy provides an 
opportunity to rekindle the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, ultimately helping people 
grow in their personal relationship 
with Christ.  

The first retreat in Gillette had 34 
retreatants ranging in age from 18 
to 81, all who relayed very positive 
reactions to their experience.  
Comments included “It was 
beautiful…it led us to the doorway to 
so much more, and left me wanting 
to explore more deeply the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit and how I can find 
and use them,” and “I have never 
in my life experienced something 
so incredible.”   Retreatants have 
different experiences, but all are 
touched by its impact. 

In his most recent papal document 

Gillette large group, April 2018

Sheridan large group, June 2018

Rose Guerrero
(Pueblo, CO)

Denver Province Director
2016-2018

Angie Milatzo
(Cheyenne, WY)

Denver Province Director
2018-2020
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“On the Call to Holiness in Today’s 
World,” Pope Francis states, “We are 
never completely ourselves unless we 
belong to a people.”  By the end of the 
Gillette retreat, the development of 
a strong community among all those 
participating became apparent.  One 
retreatant later commented, “The sense 
of camaraderie was wonderful and it still 
exists, as does the bond with everyone 
who was there.  When I see any of them 
now, it is such a warm feeling and also 
a special ‘Hello’ and smile.”  Having had 
an intense experience of the risen Christ, 
the call to evangelize becomes more 
personal.

For more information or if your parish 
would like to pursue developing its own 
retreat, contact a parish office in Gillette, 
Sheridan or Cody.  The next retreat is 
planned for September 14 – 16 in Cody.  
Members of other parishes and Christian 
denominations are welcome to attend.
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Our Lady of Peace Groundbreaking

Father Peter James and Bernie Gosar dig in at 
the OLP groundbreaking ceremony, as Deacon 
Dan Kostelc, young Zane Hayward, Brian Gray, 
Clint Taylor and Doug Mainwaring look on. Photo 
courtesy of Carmel Kail

By: Our Lady of Peace Building Committee, Chairman Brian Gray, P.E.
After years of fundraising 

and planning, Our Lady of 
Peace Catholic church held a 
groundbreaking ceremony in 
July for their church addition and 
renovation. The existing church 
has served the Pinedale (and 
surrounding) community since 
1960. In need of repairs, upgrades 
and expansion, the church is excited 
about kicking off the project.

The project will remodel the 
church nave (worship) area to 
accommodate seating for 250 by 
reconfiguring it and relocating 
its entrance to the west.  The 
current parish fellowship hall 
will be converted to a classroom, 
and existing CCD classrooms 
renovated.  The new addition to the 
rear of the building will include a 
significantly larger fellowship hall 
and kitchen area, while also adding 
more bathrooms and office space.  

"We hope to enclose the 
building this fall and complete 
construction of the first phase in 
2019,” said Brian Gray, Building 
Committee Chairman.

Building contractors involved in 
the project include Normington 
Excavation, Bruin Builders (Joey 
Majhanovich), both of Sublette 
County as well as Richardson 
Construction of Cheyenne, WY. 
The project architect is Clint Taylor 
(of TDSi, The Design Studio, inc.), 
formerly a resident of Pinedale. 

The multi-phase construction 
undertaking will ultimately be 
paid for by a combination of 
parish funds, a matching grant 
from Catholic Extension Society, 
and a variety of private donations.  
Said Gray, "We thank everyone 
for their support of the project 
and are excited to complete the 
upgrades to the church."

 Our Lady of Peace new floorplan, 
courtesy TDSi
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By: Deacon Tom Niemann, St. Joseph 
Catholic Church

In the mission statement of St. Joseph’s 
Parish in Cheyenne we promise to “Serve 
the poor out of Gospel charity.”  Jesus calls 
us to “feed the hungry, give drink to the 
thirsty, welcome the stranger and clothe 
the naked” (Mt. 25:35-36).  In response to 
that commandment, St. Joseph’s sponsors 
lunches for the homeless.

Inspired by Christ in the City Ministries 
in Denver, a group of JustFaith graduates 
brought the idea to Cheyenne and 
served their first meal in June 2014.  St. 
Joseph’s sponsored their first meal in 
September 2014.  The ministry has grown 
from serving picnic lunches during the 
summer months to serving a hot meal 
once a month year-round. St. Joseph’s 
serves a meal quarterly, and also provides 
a Christmas dinner with all of the 
trimmings each December.

Although providing a hot meal to 
those in need is an important part of 
this ministry, it is equally important to 
establish relationships with the people St. 
Joseph’s serves. The ministry is meant to 
not only feed their physical hunger and 
thirst, but also to feed their hunger for 
companionship, and remind them that 
they are valued as persons, and loved as 
children of God.

St Joseph’s Commitment to the Poor

Volunteers serve lunch guests on a beautiful Saturday in Cheyenne.

Deacon Tom Niemann offers a blessing before the lunch service.

Family Retreat at Buffalo 
Bill State Park
By: Fr. Brian Hess, Associate Pastor, St. Anthony of Padua, Cody

The family is the fundamental unit of society, and it is through the family, our families, 
that Jesus wants to evangelize the world. Because of that, the family is under constant 
attack by the devil and the world. In early June, families from St. Anthony’s parish in 
Cody and beyond gathered for our annual family retreat. We started this retreat just a 
couple years ago in order to create an opportunity for families to step back from their 
normal routines, to relax, and to be strengthened by the Holy Spirit and by each other. 

Our Annual Family Retreat takes place on a camping trip to Buffalo Bill State Park, 
located between Cody and Yellowstone National Park. Families brought their own camping 
equipment; either tents, campers, or RVs, and the local Knights of Columbus provided 
the food. We heard talks from different families based on the teachings of Jesus and recent 
popes. We hiked, played games, had a watermelon eating contest, and we heard personal 
insights from parents and spouses about the struggles and joys of striving to be holy 
families. We celebrated Mass surrounded by God’s natural beauty, and in the evenings, we 
sang songs and enjoyed time together around a roaring campfire.

Next year, we would be honored if you would join us! This event is open to families from 
anywhere in Wyoming and beyond. The Annual Family Retreat usually happens in the early 
summer, and although dates aren’t set yet, we’ll make sure to communicate information 
about it well in advance. Make plans to come camping with us.  You’ll strengthen your family 
ties and leave refreshed and ready to spread Jesus’s love in the world!
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CHEYENNE – Gail Archer, 
director of music at Barnard 
College, Columbia University, 
will perform this fall at the 26th 
Organ Concert Series presented 
by the Cathedral of Saint Mary 
and the Organ Concert Series 
Committee in Cheyenne.

Archer, a highly praised 
international concert organist, 
will perform on the Visser-
Rowland Tracker Organ 
at St. Mary’s at 2 p.m. Oct. 
14, 2018. The program will 
include selections from Bach, 
Buxtehude, Schumann and 
other composers.

The concert is free and open 
to the public. Doors of the 
Cathedral, 2107 Capitol Ave., 
open at 1:15 p.m. There will be a 
camera feed from the organ loft 
to a screen in the sanctuary.

Archer is a concert organist, 
recording artist, choral 
conductor and lecturer 
and founded Musforum 
(www.musforum.org), an 
international network for 
women organists to support 
their work. She is college 
organist at Vassar College and 
director of the music program 

at Barnard College, where 
she conducts the Barnard-
Columbia Chorus. She serves as 
director of the artist and young 
organ artist recitals at historic 
Central Synagogue in New York 
City.

Her recordings span the 17th 
to the 21st Centuries, which 
highlight her musical mastery 
on grand Romantic instruments, 
as well as Baroque tracker 
organs. Her most recent CD, 
The Muse’s Voice, features music 
by women composers.

Archer’s 2017 European tour 
took her to Germany, Italy, 
British Isles, Russia, Ukraine 
and Poland.

She was the first American 
woman to play the complete 
works of Olivier Messiaen for 
the centennial of the composer’s 
birth in 2008. The New York 
Times wrote of Ms. Archer’s 
performance, “She played with 
a bracing physicality … and 
endowed humbler ruminations 
with a sense of vulnerability 
and awe.” 

Find more information at: 
https://stmarycathedral.com/

International Concert Organist
Gail Archer Performs Oct. 14 at St. Mary’s

The Sisters of St. Francis 2018 
Jubilee Celebration was held on 
Sunday, June 10, at Our Lady 
of Angels Convent in Aston, 
Pennsylvania. More than 200 
people, including sisters, members 
of the Franciscan Companions 
in Mission (associates), members 
of the Franciscan Volunteers: 
No Risk No Gain Program, and 
former members gathered for 
the Eucharistic Liturgy in the 
motherhouse chapel to share 
the “Good News” of the 2018 
jubilarians. The liturgy was 
presided over by the motherhouse 
chaplain, Father Cyprian Rosen, 
OFM Cap. Sister Andrea Likovich, 
OSF, coordinator of music and 

liturgy, directed the choir.
 During the liturgy, the 

jubilarians renewed the vows of 
poverty, celibacy, and obedience—
vows they had first professed many 
years ago and which they continue 
to live out daily. Following the 
liturgy, the jubilarians and their 
guests joined in a celebratory 
luncheon.

 Collectively the 19 jubilarians—
individually celebrating 50, 70, 
or 80 years of religious life—
represent 1,130 years of collective 
service in multiple ministries, 
including healthcare, child care, 
social services, prayer ministry, 
parish ministry, diocesan ministry, 
congregational ministry, and 

eldercare. Their ministries have 
taken them to 27 dioceses in the 
United States as well as to Antigua 
and Ireland.

 Golden jubilarian Sister 
Kathleen O’Donnell, OSF, 
(formerly Sister Sarah Marie) is 
celebrating 50 years of religious 
profession. Her previous ministry 
in the Diocese of Cheyenne 
included teaching at St. Margaret 
School in Riverton, Wyoming. 
Since 2006, she has served 
as coordinator of two of the 
Emmanuel Dining Room sites-
-a meal program hosted by the 
Ministry of Caring in Wilmington, 
Delaware.

Former St. Stephens Franciscan Educator Celebrates Jubilee 
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By: Jackie (Katana) Rapier, former Holy Trinity parishioner 
and St. Mary’s School graduate

Editor’s note: Three priests in the Diocese of 
Cheyenne have been recipients of a chalice and 
paten donated by Mrs. Jackie Rapier in memory of 
her loved ones.  Following is Mrs. Rapier’s account 
of how her tradition began and why this generous 
donation is important to her.

My husband, John’s family is from Omaha, 
Nebraska. They have a long-held tradition of 
purchasing a chalice with memorial funds from 
family and friends when a loved one dies.  The 
chalice is engraved in memory of the loved one 
and then given to a young priest who is unable to 
purchase one for himself.

When John’s grandparents and parents died 
in the 80’s, his family contacted the Maryknoll 
Society and a chalice was mailed to one of their 
missionary priests.

However, when my brother died in 1993, the 
Maryknoll Society no longer wanted chalices for 
their young priests, as it was too risky for them 
to have a valuable item in their possession in 
their missionary assignment. I contacted Connie 
Janney, my childhood friend, who works for St. 
Mary’s Cathedral parish in Cheyenne.  Through 
her friendship and working relationship with 
Fr. Beavers (pastor of St. Mary’s Cathedral at 
the time), they found a young priest who hadn’t 

yet received his own chalice, and the chalice 
donation in memory of my brother was mailed to 
him.

When my father died in 2002, Connie was 
contacted again, and another chalice was mailed 
to another young priest.  When my husband died 
in 2017, again a chalice donation found a home 
with a young priest in Rock Springs. I’m in the 
process of purchasing yet another chalice, this 
one in my mother’s memory, as she died this past 
March.

In the midst of one’s grief journey, it is a 
comforting process to donate a chalice in 
memory of one’s loved one and know that when 
the priest is saying Mass, he is including that 
loved one in his prayers. 

By: WCR Staff
Father Prakash Sebastian Verunkal is 

from the Indian state of Kerala, and has 
been in the United States for last ten years. 
He was ordained a priest on June 24, 
1998. Immediately after the ordination, he 
was a missionary to Papua New Guinea 
where he worked until 2008. Since then, 
Fr. Prakash has been in the United States 
serving in the Diocese of Wheeling-

Charleston, West Virginia.  
Fr. Prakash has agreed to serve for a 

six-month period in our diocese, with 
the possibility of a longer stay.  He 
is currently assigned to St. Anthony, 
Cody until the end of September, and 
will then be assigned to Holy Name, 
Sheridan until the end of the year.  
Please extend a heartfelt Wyoming 
welcome to Fr. Prakash.

Welcome to Wyoming,  
Fr. Prakash Sebastian Verunkal!

By: Matthew Potter, Executive Director 
of the Wyoming Catholic Ministries 
Foundation

The Board of the Wyoming Catholic 
Ministries Foundation (WCMF) held 
its regular meeting in July.  

Along with reviewing its 
investments and financial position, 
the Board reviewed a number of grant 
applications from around the Diocese.  
Board members approved grants of 
almost $115,000 to help with:
•	 Youth	ministers	from	across	

the diocese to attend the National 
Conference on Catholic Youth Ministry 
in Tampa, Florida
•	 Ride	for	the	Brand	Youth	

Ministry gathering in Thermopolis
•	 Field	trips	for	St.	Anthony’s	Tri-

Parish Catholic School in Casper
•	 An	upgraded	security	system	

for St. Mary’s School in Cheyenne
•	 Diocese	of	Cheyenne	Hispanic	

Ministry
•	 Worldwide	Marriage	Encounter	

in Wyoming
•	 Pastor’s	Toolbox,	a	leadership	

training for pastors in our diocese
The mission of the Wyoming Catholic 

Ministries Foundation is to support and 
help grow the ministries of the Diocese 
of Cheyenne.  The Board is made up 
of ten faithful men and women from 
across Wyoming. They dedicate a great 
deal of their time, talent and treasure to 
effectively govern and grow the WCMF, 
so it will continue to serve the needs 
of the people of God in Wyoming for 
many years to come.

For more information about 
the Wyoming Catholic Ministries 
Foundation, visit our website at www.
wycmf.org.  For information about how 
you can include the Foundation in your 
will or trust, contact Matthew Potter at 
(307) 275-0372 or mpotter@wycmf.org.

Wyoming Catholic 
Ministries Foundation 
Awards Grants

Chalice and Paten Donated in Memory of Loved One

By: WCR Staff
Fr. Glen Szczechowski (pronounced 

shi-husky) was installed as Pastor of 
St. Joseph Church in Lovell and Sacred 
Heart Church in Greybull on July 27th, 
2018.  Fr. Glen was previously assigned 
to Holy Spirit Catholic Community for 
the last six years.  Fr. Vernon Clark and 
Fr. Prakash Sebastian of Cody, Fr. Louis 
Shea, former Pastor now assigned to St. 
Margaret Church in Riverton, Fr.  Robert 
Rodgers of Riverton, and Fr. Jim Heiser 
of St. Stephens Mission were also in 
attendance.

Fr. Glen Szczechowski installed in Lovell, Greybull

Fr. Vernon Clark and Fr. Glen Szczechowski during the 
installation Mass.
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Running with Endurance the Race Set Before Him: 
Pastor Completes 100 Mile Trail Race in the Bighorn Mountains
By: Angela Moore, St. James Catholic Church

Editor’s note: This article is 
dedicated to the memory of Carol 
DeLois (who insisted that if Fr. Bill 
completed 100 miles, he had to allow 
it to be in the Register) and in honor 
of and gratitude for her diligent 
service to our Church. 

On June 16, 2018, Father Bill 
Hill, Pastor of Holy Spirit Catholic 
Community in Rock Springs, did 
something most people would 
consider crazy. In just under 30 
hours, Fr. Bill crossed the finish line 
of the Bighorn 100 Mile trail race 
in Dayton, WY despite less than 
ideal weather conditions – rain, hail, 
lightning and mud – which defeated 
over half his fellow 100-mile race 
participants. How does one get 
to a point in life where a 100 mile 
foot race in the mountains sounds 
appealing? 

“It started as a way to get in 
better shape for elk hunting,” says 
Fr. Bill. “After hunting in the fall 
of 2014, I decided to start training 
for the Bighorn 32 Mile trail race.” 
In addition to reaping the physical 
benefit of running, Fr. Bill also 
attributes it to combating the effects 
of Seasonal Affective Disorder 
(SAD).  “In the winter of 2014-
2015, I was struggling with SAD 
more than normal. In addition 
to my regimen of light therapy, I 
approached my doctor about an 

antidepressant. Both helped but I 
found that distance running helped 
greatly! It elevated my mood. 
Like many priests, I can wind up 
thinking about priesthood 16 hours 
a day. It is really good to have an 
alternate discipline that needs an 
hour a day of my attention. Training 
helps me gain perspective on my 
life and reflect on my ministry. 
It makes me a better priest and a 
better human.” He also notes that 
training gives him the motivation 
in the winter to exercise, eat right, 
sleep enough and balance stress. 
“Running itself can be a form 
of moving prayer, communion 
with God. Our tradition more 
emphasizes the movement of 
walking and pilgrimage but it is 
still a way of connecting with God 
through Christ.” 

Why the Bighorn 100 Miler? The 
race is one of four (18, 32, 52 & 100 
mile) trail runs that take place every 
June in the Little Bighorn/Tongue 
River areas of the Bighorn National 
Forest. The area holds sentimental 
value for Fr. Bill. “I grew up in 
Sheridan and my folks grew up in 
Lovell. My Grandpa fished the Little 
Horn canyon and he and my Dad 
hunted elk there in the 1950s and 
1960s. As a youth we took family 
camping trips to the Little Horn as 
well, so I have lots of memories and 

emotional energy invested there.” Fr. 
Bill also noted his Dad and cousin 
had run the 32-mile distance race 
since its inception. 

So after one completes a 100 
mile trail race, what’s next? “I’m 
hoping to do the Cuyamaca 100K 
(62 miles) in October. And yes, I’m 
hoping to do the Bighorn 100 again 
next June.” As if that’s not enough, 
Fr. Bill also remarked that he is 
currently intrigued by the Moab 
240 Endurance Run, a 238 mile foot 
race through some of Utah’s most 

challenging terrain. On being asked 
why these ultra races appeal to him , 
he simply replies “because it’s there.” 

What advice does Fr. Bill have 
for aspiring ultra-runners out 
there? “We’re designed for bipedal 
movement. It’s awesome and you 
should totally do it! Lots of people 
don’t like to run because they may 
do it too strenuously. Go for a walk 
then mix in a little light jogging and 
tell me you don’t feel better –it’s part 
of how God made us!” 

Fr. Bill holding his prestigious Bighorn 100 Finisher belt buckle.   

Fr. Bill descending into the Tongue River Canyon on the last 18 miles of the race. 
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